
North Walkden Primary School Knowledge Organiser 

Subject: History—Ancient Civilisations. Term: Summer  Year Group: 4 

Vocabulary 

Conquistadors— Spanish explor-

ers. 

Mesoamerica— is the land be-

tween North and South America. 

Archaeologist— a person who us-

es objects and buildings that peo-

ple in the past have left behind to 

learn about history. 

Mayans Prior Learning 

Children have been taught an overview of 

some of the first civilisation, including An-

cient Sumer and the Shang Dynasty, and 

studied their writing systems, mathemati-

cal findings and inventions. 

Key Facts 
 Mayans believed gods ruled every aspect of their lives. 

 Mayans played deadly ball games where the losing side’s cap-

tain could be sacrificed to the gods.  The played ball games to 

keep the gods happy.  

 Each Mayan city had its own king, who had nobles to help him 

run the city state.  This type of society is called an absolute 

monarchy.  

 The Mayans has their own language and writing system includ-

ing numbers.  They invented the concept of the number zero.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Maya civilisation began long 

ago in a place called 

'Mesoamerica'. T 

his huge area is made up of Mexico 

and part of Central America  

Chichen Itza— a Mayan city. 

 El Castillo— is a Mayan temple. 


